
 The Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Process 

We are here to help you through your ADU building process. Visit our website at smcadu.org to find more 

information and contact the ADU Resource Center or your local planning department.  

 
Get Started 
• Think about what you want and your goals and concerns. 

• Look for inspiration on our ADU website and view floorplans and photos. 

• Learn what you can build using the Symbium Build Tool.   

• Make an informal sketch of your property using our Exercises.  

• Estimate costs and possible rental income using our ADU Calculator. 

 
Learn the Rules 
• Learn about your property including lot size, neighborhood rules, and other details. 

• Learn the local ADU Rules and what you can build on your property. 

• Contact local Planning staff early on and use our Exercises to understand any rules that 

might apply to your ADU. 

• Adjust your budget as needed and create a plan for financing your project.   

 
Design Your ADU 
• Hire your team of licensed professionals, such as an architect, designer, and contractor, or 

a combined design/build company. 

• Create your design and discuss it with Planning staff. Visit the Contact page or check the 

Guidebook Directory for contact information.  

• Finalize your design and have your designer or contractor prepare plans for your permit 

application. 

 
Apply for Permits 
• Prepare your application and talk with Planning staff about submittal requirements. 

• Submit your application and pay any fees. Complete applications are usually reviewed in 

60 days, and often sooner.  

• Revise your application if needed. Staff will let you know the best way to resubmit. 

Generally, all fees are due before you can collect your building permit. 

 
Construct Your ADU 
• Ensure all funding is in place before construction begins. 

• Monitor construction (typically 6-12 months) by checking in regularly with your contractor 

and ensuring inspections are moving along.  

• Schedule inspections throughout construction. Your contractor can do this for you. 

 
Move in! 
• Once your ADU has passed final inspection, it’s ready for move-in! 

• Make a plan for housing family, friends, or neighbors. 
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https://smcadu.org/
https://smcadu.org/contact
https://www.smcadu.org/
https://symbium.com/
https://smcadu.org/exercises
https://smcadu.org/calculator
https://www.smcadu.org/rules
https://www.smcadu.org/exercises
https://www.smcadu.org/contact


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Interested in building an ADU or JADU? 
Here are some important things to keep in mind. 

The Difference Between ADUs and JADUs 
Both JADUs and ADUs must have their own entryway and be a minimum of 150 square feet in size. Both must 

be rented for 30 days or more—no short-term rentals like Airbnb are allowed.  

ADUs can be attached or detached, and conversion 

or new construction. Most new ADUs are limited to a 

maximum of 1,000 square feet. ADUs must have 

their own bathroom and a full kitchen. Shared walls 

and floors must be rated for 1-hour fire safety. 

Junior ADUs (JADUs) are no more than 500 square 

feet and are located within the existing footprint of 

a home (including an attached garage). JADUs can 

share a bathroom with the primary residence, 

need at least an efficiency kitchen, and the owner 

must live in the main home or the JADU. 

Pre-Approved and Pre-Designed ADU Plans  
Starting with an existing design can save you time and money, and your city may have plans they’ve partially 
approved for an even faster application process. Explore options on our Plans webpage.  

Early Considerations  
In addition to planning and building permits, you may need to meet requirements from other agencies or 

departments. View the Guidebook for more details, and check with local Planning staff to see if these apply: 

• Neighborhood & Homeowners Associations:  

An HOA cannot prevent you from building or 

renting an ADU, but they may have guidelines 

to consider. Talk with your HOA early on. 

• Coastal Zone: ADUs in the Coastal Zone may 

require additional review. Check with local staff. 

• Fire Safety: If your property is in a high fire 

severity zone, your ADU may require additional 

review. Talk with local staff to see if any special 

requirements apply. 

• Deed Restriction: There may be rules for ADUs 

that must be added to your property’s deed. 
Talk to staff to find out about requirements. 

https://smcadu.org/plans
http://www.adusmc.org/guidebook
https://calfire-forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=988d431a42b242b29d89597ab693d008
https://calfire-forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=988d431a42b242b29d89597ab693d008
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